
As we draw to the end of another very busy half
term and despite being in the shadow of Covid,
we have continued our plans to develop Barton
Clough into an amazing place to be a learner.

In October we welcomed a team from Bright
Futures Trust, lead by a currently serving Ofsted
Inspector, to undertake a Peer Review. This
process enables us to test out where our school
is on our rapid improvement journey.

The review was an amazing success and the
external team wrote a report that celebrated the
extraordinary strides we have made together as
a school. 

However, it is this this quote from the report that
makes our hearts sing, because it is the
experiences of the children in our school that is
always our priority.

"This feels like, and is, a good place to be a child.
Children enjoy this school."  

We will continue to update you on our school
improvement in each of our upcoming
newsletters
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We Made it! School Council and Ambassadors

The school council have met and looked at
how to make everyone in school feel
welcome and included.

Amongst the ideas that were shared from
classes were a reading shed, buddy bench
and play leaders.

The reading ambassadors have met with
their class and taken ideas to improve
reading in school. They launched a
competition to design the reading sheds.
These ideas have been collected and we
are looking forward to the sheds arriving at
school.

The writing ambassadors have challenged
their classmates to write a short story .
The results were so impressive they have
inspired us to make a box in the new
sheds for stories written by children in the
school.

 



Events
Children in Need
We have been very busy this
half term supporting charities
and raising money for our own
school funds.

For Children in Need Children we
took part in the Primary School
Relay with some other local
schools. Driving Instructors
visited school and we gave their
cars a spotty makeover. . 

Forest School update

After a busy and exciting first term a lot has been
achieved on our Wild Wood site. A thorough Tree
Survey was carried out and then Steve (a local tree
Surgeon and Dad to one of our EYFS Children)
carried out the work needed to make the area safe.
From there the pupils have been regularly drafted in
to help with clearing the site of litter, making a path
through the woodland, and creating a fire circle. We
have also acquired and cleared out a classroom
which is ideal for the use of Forest school.

 
We have set up an Eco Squad within the School
whose responsibility it is to work towards The Eco
Schools award. As well as litter picking and
awareness we are working towards composting,
the eradication of single use bottles and attracting
more wildlife. They were also involved in setting up
a ‘Bulbathon’ which was where Pupils were asked
to bring in a bulb or seeds. These were then planted
around the school so we are excited to see what
the Spring will bring.

When we return in January selected KS1 Pupils will
be fully participating in Forest School sessions with
the intention of eventually providing this
opportunity to everybody.

 
 
 
 

Laps to Lapland
We have been working very hard to
complete the challenge Laps to
Lapland. We had to run laps of the
playground in the aim of running
2000 miles which is the distance
from school to Lapland. The children
have tried so hard and put so much
effort into the challenge. We have
managed to raise £430 for school to
buy outdoor learning equipment.
Thank you so much for all of your
donations it is really appreciated.

Christmas
We have celebrated Christmas in
style at Barton Clough! We are so
proud of all of the children who 
 have taken part in Carols in the Cold
Concerts and our younger children
who have performed a Nativity play.
All money raised from our Christmas
events and raffle tickets will go
towards new books for our school
library. We have raised £200 so far!
We raised £78 for the Save the
children Charity on Christmas
jumper Day. 



I

The closing date for primary school applications is 15 January
2022. If you have a child or family member who will be of school
age to join our wonderful Reception class in September 2022,
contact the school office for more information.
Parent coffee mornings will continue to run every Friday
morning, it would be lovely to see some more faces at these.
We return to school on Tuesday 4th January 

Family well-being support

Christmas can be a challenging time for many financially, especially
when the cost of food is rising all the time. We are a referring
agency for our local foodbank in Stretford and we would encourage
our families who feel that they would benefit from a food parcel to
contact us - all conversations are confidential and judgement free.
Once the referral is completed, the Foodbank will deliver directly to
your home, often the next day. 

For other financial support, there is Trafford Assist, which is the
Council’s local welfare assistance scheme to help residents in short-
term acute financial difficulties. You must be a Trafford resident to
apply. They can provide emergency assistance for food and utility
bills. The full details and application form can be found at
https://www.trafford.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-council-
tax/benefits/trafford-assist.aspx During term time, Mrs Gribbon is
available at school if you would like some support in completing
your application. 

We are continuing to work closely with Trafford Team Together
(TTT), putting support in place for our children and families who need
it. Following on from the success of our last TTT drop in, we are
holding another one on Tuesday 11th January from 8.45am in the
dining hall. All families are welcome to come along and speak to Mrs
Gribbon and Kelly Allen from TTT - we look forward to seeing you
there.

Notices and Reminders

 

 

We would like to wish all of our families a very Merry Christmas. We
hope you have a wonderful festive period spent with your loved ones.
And we look forward to welcoming you all back in the new year. 

Winter Art Competition
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Runners Up


