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Intent 

At Barton Clough we aim to create a love for reading through the exposure of a range of high quality texts that will develop children’s vocabulary and stimulate 

their imagination. Children are immersed in a world of pictures and words through the use of texts which are rich in meaning.  Our texts are chosen to 

challenge and enchant the children; they provide a ‘hook’ for children’s learning. We understand how important it is for our pupils to leave Barton Clough as 

fluent readers who can understand texts that are put in front of them.  We also understand how important it is for our pupils to love books.  We have therefore 

put together a carefully crafted curriculum to ensure that the reading journey our pupils take with us is a successful one and prepares them for the next stage 

in their education. 

 

Aims 

The Reading Curriculum at Barton Clough aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Read widely and fluently with a secure understanding of what they have read. 

 Develop their comprehension skills through high quality discussions with their class teacher and peers. 

 Acquire and develop a wide range of vocabulary. 

 Develop a love of reading for pleasure and interest. 

 Become skilled in decoding words and recognise familiar words on sight. 

 

Implementation 

 We use Read, Write Inc to teach Phonics and early reading from Reception to Year 1. Children who did not pass their Phonics screening in Year 1 will 

continue on this programme in Year 2.  

 From Year 2 to Year 6 children have reading skills lessons that teach children the key skills required to read fluently and comprehend a text.  

 Our Reading Spine shows that there is a clear and defined journey of reading and writing through school. All year groups are exposed to a wide variety of 

text types and there is a clear progression demonstrated throughout the year groups. The texts are carefully selected to expose our children to a range of rich 

diverse texts and authors.  

 Each class has a whole class read that the class teacher reads to them daily. Class teacher’s model how to be a reader. We ensure that all children 

from Reception to Year 6 have the valuable experience of being read to and are exposed to a high level of vocabulary. 

 Children in KS2 use Accelerated Reader to read a book that is closely matched to their reading level. They take a quiz once they have read a book, 

this earns them points towards their target. Children’s reading is closely monitored by class teacher’s using a range of reports. We continue to invest 

and add books to our AR library to ensure readers of all abilities are motivated to read.  

 We continuously update and invest in our classroom reading areas to ensure that children have access to a wide range of high quality texts to develop 

a real love of reading. 

 We have Reading Ambassadors who promote a love of reading across the school by organising competitions and sponsored reads. 



 Our Year 6 children are Reading Buddies for our Year 1 and Year 2 children to give the children a reading role model and give them further 

opportunities to build their reading fluency. 

 Class teachers and school leaders listen to readers daily, targeting the lowest 20%. 

 We run Rapid Phonics for Year 4 and Year 5 children who working below ARE 

 Each class is given a brand new book each month that is wrapped up as a present and this becomes their whole class book that week or month 

depending on year group.  

  

Phonics and Early Reading 

We use Read, Write Inc to teach Phonics and early reading. It is a tried and tested, highly successful phonics programme for children aged 4 to 7 who are 
learning to read and write. It teaches children how to both decode and understand written language to become confident and enthusiastic readers and writers. 
This is achieved by a dynamic approach to teaching phonics that is consistent across the school using the Read, Write Inc phonics resources and fully 
decodable reading books. 

We start by teaching Set 1 sounds to the children in the Reception class. This means that they learn how to read the (Phonemes) sounds in words and how 
those sounds can be written down (Graphemes). This is essential for reading, but it also helps children learn to spell well. 

When children have learnt how to blend sounds into words, shared reading forms part of the daily phonics lessons and is led by the reading teachers. All texts 
are linked to the child’s phonic ability. Children enjoy one focus text per week and learning activities support accurate and fluent reading to facilitate 
comprehension.  

Children are grouped according to their ability in Reception and Key Stage 1 to ensure that teaching is matched to their level. Children are assessed every 6 
weeks and then children are re-grouped if necessary. Phonics and shared reading in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 takes place on a daily basis. Children 
in Key Stage 2 that still require phonics teaching, continue with a specially tailored programme to meet their individual needs. 

We teach the children simple ways of remembering these sounds and letters. Once the children have learnt to blend accurately, they start to read with fluency. 
This is achieved through speedy reading of individual words and repeated reads of their shared reading books. ‘Tricky words’ are taught explicitly as part of 
the reading session.   

Children who are identified as not keeping up with the phonics programme have daily 1:1 tutoring sessions in addition to their phonics lesson.  

Home Reading in Reception and KS1  

In Reception and KS1 children take home a fully decodable reading book that is matched to their Phonics level. The home reading book is changed once 
children have read it 3 times. This is to ensure that the book has been read enough times to develop fluent reading, spending less time segmenting and 
blending words and more time understanding what has been read. Each child also takes home a picture book to share with their adults at home. Staff check 
children’s reading records daily to ensure that they are reading regularly at home. We have conversations with parents if their child is not engaging in home 
reading.  

 



 

Home Reading KS2 

Accelerated Reader is a computer based program that we use to monitor and assess children’s independent reading. Children take a Star Reader test that 

gives them their ZPD which is their level of optimal reading. Children then select a book at their reading level and take a quiz once they have completed the 

book. Class teacher’s set the children a target number of points to achieve and closely monitor their progress towards this throughout the term. It is the 

expectation that children read for 30 minutes, 5 times a week. Class teachers complete weekly checks to track how often children are reading and how they 

are scoring in their quizzes. Children who are achieving below 80% are flagged by the teacher and closely monitored and support is put in place if needed.  

 

Lowest 20% 

All of our lowest 20% readers read with an adult daily in school. In Reception and KS1 the children may also be part of a small group phonics intervention or 

receive daily 1:1 tutoring. In KS2 children may access Rapid Phonics or Nessy in addition to their daily 1:1 reading session. These children are a key focus at 

all of our pupil progress meetings.  

 

End of Key Stage expectations 

 

By the end of EYFS children will:  

 Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 

vocabulary; 

 Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

 Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

 Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 

 Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 

 Apply phonics through RWI and beyond 

 Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

 Read for pleasure 

 Visit a library each year 

 Experience a visit from an author, illustrator and poet each year 



 

By the end of Key Stage 1 all pupils will; 

 read for pleasure and begin to talk about what type of books they like 

 experience a visit from an author, illustrator and poet each year 

 complete the Read, Write Inc Phonics programme 

 read grey banded RWI books and be ready to progress onto accelerated reader  

 read books written at an age appropriate interest level 

 read books accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for them to focus more on understanding 

 be able to decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation 

 be independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently. 

 develop their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning to read silently 

 develop their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of subjects 

 learn to justify their views about what they have read 

  

 

By the end of Lower Key Stage 2 all pupils will; 

 develop reading for independent learning 

 read for pleasure 

 Read within their ZPD range 

 AR targets…. 

 experience a visit from an author, illustrator and poet each year 

 read aloud a wider range of poetry and books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace 

 read most words effortlessly and to work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. If the pronunciation sounds 

unfamiliar, they should ask for help in determining both the meaning of the word and how to pronounce it correctly 



 prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show their understanding 

 summarise and present a familiar story in their own words 

 read widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and information 

 read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of unfamiliar words, and then discuss what they have read 

 

By the end of Upper Key Stage 2 all pupils will; 

 read widely and deeply for pleasure 

 experience a visit from an author, illustrator and poet each year 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

 continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 

 make comparisons within and across books, increasing their familiarity with a wide range of texts 

 identify and discuss themes and conventions 

 learn a wider range of poetry by heart preparing poems and plays 

 check that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 

 summarise the main ideas 

 identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

 discuss and evaluate authors use of language 

 distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

 recommend books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 

 participate in discussions about books, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously 

 explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


