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How can you compare different places? 
Physical Geography – the natural 

features of a place or environment. 

 Oceans and coastlines 

 Rivers and lakes 

 Mountains and volcanoes 

 Flora and fauna 

 Land-form 

Human Geography – features of an 

environment that have been shaped by 

people. 

 Country/region boundaries 

 Buildings, roads and land use 

 Language/signs 

 Religion, government, culture 

Vocabulary 

Settlements The places people live, such as towns, villages and cities. 

Population All the people that live in one particular place. 

Biome A large geographical area which is home to certain plants/animals. 

Climate Usual or average weather conditions over a long period of time. 

Continent A large solid area of land. There are 7 continents on Earth. 

Country An area of land controlled by a single government. 

Equator An imaginary line that runs across the middle of the Earth, 

separating the northern and southern hemispheres. 

Latitude Imaginary parallel lines that circle the globe, from east to west. 

Longitude Imaginary lines which run north to south across the globe. 

Natural 

Resources 

Something used by people that can be found in nature, i.e. wood, 

light, air, water, soil, stone, minerals, fossil fuels. 

Vocabulary 
Sun A huge star in the middle of a Solar System. Other planets 

revolve around it and receive light and heat from it. 

Star A giant ball of gas held together by its own gravity. 

Planet A large body in outer space that orbits a star. 

Moon A natural satellite which orbits a planet. 

Satellite Any object or body that orbits something else. 

Orbit The curved path in which a planet, satellite or spacecraft 

moves around another body. 

Spherical Bodies Astronomical bodies, shaped like a sphere. 
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The Earth takes 24 hours to do a full 

rotation on its axis. At the same time, 

the Earth is orbiting the Sun, which 

takes a little over 365 days. Daytime 

and night time occur depending on 

whether the side of the Earth is 

facing towards or away from the Sun. 

The moon orbits Earth in an oval shaped 

path whilst spinning on its axis. At various 

times in the month, the moon appears to 

be different shapes. This is because the 

Sun lights up different parts of the moon 

as it rotates around the Earth. 

Mercury, Venus, Earth and 

Mars are rocky planets. They 

are mostly made up of metal and 

rock. Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 

and Neptune are gas planets. 

They are mostly made up of gas, 

although they do have cores 

made up of rock and metal. 

The UK consists of 

England, Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales. 

 

The Americas are     

two separate 

continents, North 

America and South 

America. 
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