
 
 
 

Art Curriculum Overview 
 

The Outcome – Artists 
What will our artists and designers be able to do when they leave us? 

 
By the end of their time at Barton Clough, our Year 6 artists and designers will engage confidently in the production of creative work. They will have 
explored a wide variety of art, craft and design techniques and they will have had rich opportunities to develop their skills and mastery of a range of 

materials and processes. They will understand the importance of experimenting and feel confident to take risks and make mistakes, secure in the 
understanding that, when making art, the process is more important than the final product. They will feel confident in expressing their individuality 
through art and understand that creativity will look different in each person. They will value the work of artists and designers and understand their 
contribution and impact upon the world around us. They will be familiar with the work of some influential artists and designers including art within 

our local environment. 
 

 

Threads 
One World  

Diversity & Mutual Respect 
Democracy & Individual Liberty 

Human Impact 
Sustainability & Ecology 

Human Endeavour 
The spirit of adventure, innovation and inspiration 

 

Starting Points – Area of Study 

Art of the World Art of the Past Art of Today 

 

Curriculum Coverage – NC 
The minimum requirements as detailed within the National Curriculum 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Exploring and using 
media and materials: 
They safely use and 
explore a variety of 
materials, tools and 
techniques, 
experimenting with 

To use a range of 
materials creatively to 
design and make 
products.  

To use drawing, painting 
and sculpture to develop 
and share their ideas, 

To use a range of 
materials creatively to 
design and make 
products.  

To use drawing, painting 
and sculpture to develop 
and share their ideas, 

To develop their techniques, 
including their control and 
their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation 
and an increasing awareness 
of different kinds of art, craft 
and design.  

To develop their techniques, 
including their control and 
their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation 
and an increasing awareness 
of different kinds of art, craft 
and design.  

To develop their techniques, 
including their control and 
their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation 
and an increasing awareness 
of different kinds of art, craft 
and design.  

To develop their 
techniques, including their 
control and their use of 
materials, with creativity, 
experimentation and an 
increasing awareness of 
different kinds of art, craft 
and design.  



 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function.  

Being imaginative: 
children use what they 
have learnt about media 
and materials in original 
ways, thinking about uses 
and purposes. They 
represent their own 
ideas, thoughts and 
feelings through design 
and technology, art, 
music, dance, role-play 
and stories.  

 

 

experiences and 
imagination.  

To develop a wide range 
of art and design 
techniques in using 
colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and 
space.  

 

experiences and 
imagination.  

To develop a wide range 
of art and design 
techniques in using 
colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and 
space.  

To learn about the work 
of a range of artists, craft 
makers and designers, 
describing the differences 
and similarities between 
different practices and 
disciplines, and making 
links to their own work.  

 

 

 

To create sketch books to 
record their observations and 
use them to review and 
revisit ideas.  

To improve their mastery of 
art and design techniques, 
including drawing, painting 
and sculpture with a range of 
materials [for example, 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay.  

To learn about great artists, 
architects and designers in 
history.  

  

 

To create sketch books to 
record their observations and 
use them to review and 
revisit ideas.  

To improve their mastery of 
art and design techniques, 
including drawing, painting 
and sculpture with a range of 
materials [for example, 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay.  

To learn about great artists, 
architects and designers in 
history.  

 

 

To create sketch books to 
record their observations and 
use them to review and 
revisit ideas.  

To improve their mastery of 
art and design techniques, 
including drawing, painting 
and sculpture with a range of 
materials [for example, 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay.  

To learn about great artists, 
architects and designers in 
history.  

 

 

To create sketch books to 
record their observations 
and use them to review and 
revisit ideas.  

To improve their mastery 
of art and design 
techniques, including 
drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of 
materials [for example, 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay.  

To learn about great artists, 
architects and designers in 
history.  

 

 

 

Process Skills and Process Knowledge – Knowing How? 
 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 

Expressive art and design 
 

Process Skills  
 

Creating with materials 
To give meaning 
to the marks 
that are made. 
Selects appropriate 
resources with support. 
To design a 
Rangoli pattern using 
different colours. 
Selects appropriate 
resources independently.  
Uses simple tools 
and techniques 
competently and 

Ongoing 
Read and explore ideas from 
first hand observation, 
experience and imagination. 
Ask and answer questions 
about the starting points for 
their work, and develop 
their ideas. 
Explore the differences and 
similarities within the work 
of artist, craftspeople and 
designs in different times 
and cultures. 
Review what they and 
others have done and say 
what they think and feel 
about it e.g Annotate 
sketchbook 

Ongoing 
Record and explore ideas 
from first hand observation, 
experience and imagination. 
Ask and answer questions 
about the starting points for 
their work and the process 
they have used. Develop 
their ideas 
Explore the differences and 
similarities within the work 
of artist, craftspeople and 
designers in different times 
and cultures 
Review what they and 
others have done and say 
what they think and feel 
about it e.g Annotate 
sketchbook 

Ongoing 
Select and record from first hand 
observation, experience and 
imagination, and explore ideas 
for different purpose. 
Questions and make thoughtful 
observations about starting 
points and select ideas to use in 
their work. 
Explore the role and purpose of 
artist, craftspeople and designer 
working in different times and 
cultures 
 

Drawing / Dry Media 
Experiment with different grades 
of pencil and other implements. 
Plan, refine and alter their 
drawing as necessary. 

Ongoing 
Select and record from first hand 
observation, experience and 
imagination, and explore ideas 
for different purpose.  
Questions and make thoughtful 
observations about starting 
points and select ideas to use in 
their work. 
Explore the role and purpose of 
artist, craftspeople and designer 
working in different times and 
cultures 
Compare ideas, methods and 
approaches in their own and 
others’ work and say what they 
think and feel about them. 

Ongoing 
Select and record from first hand 
observation, experience and 
imagination, and explore ideas 
for different purpose.  
Questions and make thoughtful 
observations about starting 
points and select ideas to use in 
their work. 
Explore the role and purpose of 
artist, craftspeople and designer 
working in different times and 
cultures 
 

Drawing / Dry Media 
Use a variety of source material 
for their work. 
Work in a sustained and 
independent way from 

Ongoing 
Select and record from first 
hand observation, experience 
and imagination, and explore 
ideas for different purpose.  
Questions and make 
thoughtful observations about 
starting points and select ideas 
to use in their work. 
Explore the role and purpose 
of artist, craftspeople and 
designer working in different 
times and cultures 
Compare ideas, methods and 
approaches in their own and 
others’ work and say what 
they think and feel about 
them. 



 
appropriately. 
Uses glue sticks 
independently. 

Joins items together with 
glue or tape. 
Prints with small blocks, 
small sponges, fruit, shapes 
and other resources. 
To explore and 
recreate familiar artwork. . 
Uses items in a variety of 
ways – Sellotape, masking 
tape, string, ribbon. 
To plan and carry out own 
piece of artwork  
Manipulates 
materials to 
achieve a 
planned effect. 
Uses additional textures – 
describes smooth or bumpy 
textures 
To plan, carry out, evaluate 
and change own artwork if 
necessary.  
To use what they 
have learnt about 
media and 
materials in an 
original way and be 
able to explain their choices. 
Draws bodies of an 
appropriate size for what 
they are drawing 
Draws with detail  
 
Being imaginative and 
expressive 
Use resources in different 
ways.  
To experiment 
with creating 
different things 
and to be able to talk about 
their uses. 
Safely use 
and explore a 
variety of 
materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting 
with colour, 
design, texture, 

Identify what they might 
change in their current work 
or develop in their future 
work. 
 

Drawing / Dry Media 
Use a variety of tools, inc, 
pencils, rubber, crayons 
pastels, felt tips, charcoal, 
ballpoints, chalk and other 
dry media 
Use a sketchbook to gather 
and collect artwork. 
Begin to explore the use of 
line, shape and colour 

 
Painting 

Use a variety of tools               
and techniques including the 
use of different                                                                                                                                                               
brush sizes and types 
Mix and match colours        
to artefacts and objects. 
Work on different                                                 
scales 
Mix secondary colours                                           
and shades 
using different types of 
paint. 
Create different textures e.g. 
use of sawdust. 
 

Printing 
Make marks in print with a 
variety of objects, including 
natural and made objects. 
Carry out different printing 
techniques e.g. monoprint, 
block, relief and resist 
printing. 
Make rubbings. 
Build a repeating pattern 
and recognise pattern in the 
environment. 
 
 

3D Form 
Manipulate clay in a variety 
of ways, e.g. rolling, 
kneading and shaping. 
Explore sculpture with a 
range of malleable media, 
especially clay. 

Identify what they might 
change in their current work 
or develop in their future 
work.  
Annotate work in 
sketchbook. 
 

Drawing / Dry Media 
Layer different media, e.g 
crayons, pastels, felt tips, 
charcoal and ballpoint. 
Understand the basic use of 
a sketchbook and work out 
ideas for drawing  
Draw for a sustained period 
of time from the figure and 
real objects, including single 
and grouped objects. 
Experiment with the visual 
elements; line, shape, 
pattern and colour 
 

Painting 
Mix a range of  secondary 
colours, shades and tones. 
Experiment with tools and 
techniques, inc. layering, 
mixing media, scraping 
through etc. 
Name different types of 
paint and their properties. 
Work on a range of scales 
e.g.large brush on large 
paper etc. 
Mix and match colours using 
artefacts and objects. 
 

Printing 
Use a variety of techniques, 
including. carbon printing, 
relief, 
press and fabric printing and 
rubbings. 
Design patterns of 
increasing complexity and 
repetition. 
Print using a variety of 
materials, objects and 
techniques. 
 

Textiles 
Use a variety of techniques, 
including. weaving, French 

Use their sketchbook to collect 
and record visual information 
from different sources 
Draw for a sustained period of 
time at their own level. 
 

Painting 
Mix a variety of colours and 
know which primary colours 
make secondary colours. 
Use a developed colour 
vocabulary. 
Experiment with different effects 
and textures including.                  
blocking in colour,     
washes, thickened painted                                      
Work confidently on a range of 
scales e.g. thin brush on small 
         picture etc. 
 
 

Textiles 
Use a variety of techniques, 
including. printing, dying,        
quilting, weaving, embroidery, 
paper and plastic trappings and 
appliqué.  
Name the tools and materials 
they have used.  
Develop skills in stitching. Cutting 
and joining. 
Experiment with a range of 
media e.g. overlapping, layering 
etc. 

 
3D Form 

Join clay adequately and work 
reasonably independently. 
Construct a simple clay base for 
extending and modelling other 
shapes. 
Cut and join wood safely and 
effectively. 
Make a simple papier mache 
object. 
Plan, design and make models. 
 
 

Breadth of study 
Work on their own, and 
collaboratively with others, on 
projects in 2 and 3 dimensions 
and on different scales. 

Adapt their work according to 
their views and describe how 
they might develop it further.  
Compare ideas, methods and 
approaches in their own and 
others’ work and say what they 
think and feel about them. 
Adapt their work according to 
their views and describe how 
they might develop it further 
 

Drawing / Dry Media 
Make informed choices in 
drawings inc: paper and media. 
Alter and refine drawings and 
describe changes using art 
vocabulary 
Use their sketchbook to collect 
and record visual information 
from different sources  
Draw for a sustained period of 
time at their own level 
 

Painting 
Make and match colours with 
increasing accuracy 
Use more specific colour 
language e.g. tint, tone, shade, 
hue. 
Choose paints and implements 
appropriately. 
Plan and create different effects 
and textures with paint according 
to what they need for the task. 
Show increasing independence 
and creativity with the painting 
process. 
 

Printing 
Research, create and  refine a 
print using a variety of 
techniques. 
Select broadly the kinds of 
material to print with in order to 
get the effect they want. 
Resist printing including 
marbling, silkscreen and cold 
water paste. 
 
. 
 

3D Form 

observation experience and 
imagination.  
Use a sketchbook to develop 
ideas. 
Explore the potential properties 
of the visual elements, line, tone, 
pattern, texture, colour and 
shape. 
 

Painting 
Demonstrate a secure 
knowledge about primary and 
secondary,    warm and cold,    
complementary and contrasting 
colours. 
Work on preliminary studies to 
test media and materials. 
Create imaginative work from a 
variety of sources. 
 

 
 
 

Printing 
Explain a few techniques, inc’ the 
use of poly-blocks, relief, mono 

and resist printing. 
Choose the printing method 
appropriate to task. 
Build up layers and 
colours/textures. 
Organise their work in terms of 
pattern, repetition, symmetry or 
random printing styles. 
Choose inks and overlay colours. 
 

3D Form 
Describe the different qualities 
involved in modelling, sculpture 
and construction. 
Use recycled, natural and man-
made materials to create 
sculpture. 
Plan a sculpture through drawing 
and other preparatory work. 
 
 

Breadth of study 
Work on their own, and 
collaboratively with others, on 
projects in 2 and 3 dimensions 
and on different scales. 
Use ICT. 

Adapt their work according to 
their views and describe how 
they might develop it further.  

 
Drawing / Dry Media 

Develop ideas using different 
or mixed media, using a 
sketchbook  
Manipulate and experiment 
with the element of art: line, 
tone, pattern, texture form, 
space, colour and shape. 
Develop ideas using different 
or mixed media, using a 
sketchbook 
Manipulate and experiment 
with the element of art: line, 
tone, pattern, texture form, 
space, colour and shape. 
 

Painting 
Create shades and tints using 
black and white. 
Choose appropriate  paint, 
paper and implements to 
adapt and extend  
their work. 
Carry out preliminary studies, 
test media and materials and 
mix appropriate colours. 
Work from a variety of 
sources, including. those  
Researched independently. 
Show an awareness of how 
paintings are 
created(composition). 
 

Printing 
Describe varied techniques. 
Be familiar with layering prints. 
Be confident with printing on 
paper and fabric. 
Alter and modify work. 
Work relatively independently. 
 

Textiles 
Awareness of the potential of 
the uses of material. 
Use different techniques, 
colours and textures etc when 
designing and making pieces of 
work. 



 
form and 
function. 
 
Process Knowledge: 

 
Creating with materials 
To know what tools are 
available.  
To know the primary colours  
To know how to safely 
construct a model 
To understand how patterns 
can be created with 
different resources.  
To know that different tools 
will have different effects 
e.g. stamps, rollers etc  
To know that mixing primary 
colours makes secondary 
colours. 
To know that adding white 
or black paint alters the tint 
or shade.  
To know models can be 
improved by techniques e.g. 
scrunch, twist, fold, bend, 
roll etc. 
Knows that using a thin 
brush/pencil helps to add 
more detail. 
To know that materials, 
tools and techniques impact 
design, texture form and 
function.   
 
 
Being imaginative and 
expressive 
To know that certain art 
types belong to different 
cultures. To know that 
pictures can be created by 
making observations or by 
using imagination. 
To know how to join 
materials in different ways. 
To know that if they use 
different resources 
and tools they will  
achieve a different 
outcome. 
To know the 
different uses and 

Experiment with, construct 
and join recycled, natural 
and man-made materials. 
Explore shape and form. 
 

Breadth of study 
Work on their own, and 
collaboratively with others, 
on projects in 2 and 3 
dimensions and on different 
scales.  
Use ICT 
Investigate different kinds of 
art, craft and design. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

knitting, tie-dyeing, fabric 
crayons and wax or oil resist, 
appliqué and embroidery. 
Create textured collages 
from a variety of media. 
Make a simple mosaic. 
Stitch, knot and use other 
manipulative skills. 

 
. 

 
 

Breadth of study 
Work on their own, and 
collaboratively with others, 
on projects in 2 and 3 
dimensions and on different 
scales. 
Use ICT. 
Investigate different  kinds 
of art, craft and design. 

 
 
 
 

 

Use ICT. 
Investigate art, craft and design 
in the locality and in a variety  of  
genres,  styles and traditions. 

 
 

 

Make informed choices about 
the 3D technique chosen. 
Show an understanding of shape, 
space and form. 
Plan, design, make and adapt 
models. 
Talk about their work 
understanding that it has been 
sculpted, modelled or    
constructed. 
Use a variety of materials. 
 
 

Breadth of study 
Work on their own, and 
collaboratively with others, on 
projects in 2 and 3 dimensions 
and on different scales. 
Use ICT. 
Investigate art, craft and design 
in the locality and in a variety  of  
genres,  styles and traditions. 

 
 
 
 
 

Investigate art, craft and design 
in the locality and in a variety  of  
genres,  styles and traditions. 

 
 

 
 

To be expressive and analytical 
to adapt, extend and justify 
their work. 
 
 
 

Breadth of study 
Work on their own, and 
collaboratively with others, on 
projects in 2 and 3 dimensions 
and on different scales. 
Use ICT. 
Investigate art, craft and 
design in the locality and in a 
variety  of  genres,  styles and 
traditions. 

 
 

  
 

 



 
purposes of a 
range of media and 
materials eg glue, 
sellotape. 

 
. 

 

 Propositional Knowledge – Knowing What? 
 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

World 
 
 

Oceans and Jungles 
Growing and changing 

 
3D Form – nature 
sculpture - Forest 

school – Andy 
Goldsworthy 

 

Printing -African art in a 
variety of media with 

range of materials 

Printing - Block printing 
Indian designs 

Painting - Steve Mbatia Painting / Dry Media – Jessi 
Raulet 

3D Form – Recycled art – 
El Anatsui 

Weaving in nature – 
Caroline Gregson 

Past Light and Dark 
 

Painting / Dry Media - 
Impressionism – Monet 

 

3D Form- Monet - 
Water Lilies from clay, 
remembrance poppies 

2014 

Painting - portraits Textiles – Applique – 
Harriet Powers  

 Printing – Aboriginal art Painting / Dry Media - 
Impressionism 

Painting / Dry Media – 
local artists Lowry 
contrast with local 

artists today 

Today 
 
 

This is Me 
Healthy Lifestyles 
Our Superheroes 

 
Mark making, printing, 
painting and textiles. 

 

Painting - Cubism Textiles– natural 
weaving on a stick 

frame / Forest School 

3D form – Clay Lorien 
Stern 

3D form – Yayoi Kusama 
Pointilism / 3D Immersion 

Printing – Lino portraits – 
Kat Flint and Brian Reedy 

Painting / Dry Media –  
John Dyer 

 

Key Subject Vocabulary 
(In addition to skills vocabulary) 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Names of individual 
colours 
 Primary colours 
Secondary colours 
Impressionism 
Monet 
Sculpture 
Andy Goldsworthy 

Artist, Cubism, abstract, 
representation, 
printing, clay, tools, 
moulding, sculpture, air 
drying clay, artist, 
Monet, 3 dimensional 

Block printing, 
repeating pattern, 
overprinting, portrait, 
self-portrait, primary 
colour, weave, warp, 
weft, facial features, 
primary colours 

Shade, tint, tone, secondary 
colour, collage, applique, 
textiles, 3 dimensional, 
Steve Mbatia, Harriet 
Powers, Lorien Stern 

Tertiary colour, foreground, 
middle ground, 
background, pointillism, 
symmetrical, abstract, 
immersion, Jessi Raulet, 
Aboriginal art, Yayoi 
Kusama, printing 

Complimentary, abstract, 
figurative, watercolour, 
perspective, proportion, 
Impressionism, lino, 
texture, sustainability, 
recycling, upcycle, El 
Anatsui, Kat Flint, Brian 
Reedy 

Weaving – warp, weft, 
threading, charcoal, 
colour wheel, 
composition, hue, 
palette, Caroline 
Gregson, Lowry, John 
Dyer 

 

Experiences and Wider Purpose 



 
 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
To create natural 

sculptures 
To create a whole class 
clay flower display and 
present to the school 

community, to see the 
impact of an 
installation. 

To create an outdoor 
gallery in the school 

grounds of weavings for 
the school community 

To produce a whole class 
textile piece and present it 
to the school community. 
To show recycling in art 

To see that art can be 3D 
and immersive 

Sustainability – to create 
art while recycling. To be 
aware of similar projects 

around the world. 

To create willow 
sculptures in the school 

grounds and present 
them to the school 

community.  A growing 
lasting reminder left 

when they leave. 

 
 
  


