Barton Clough
Primary School

BRIGHT FUTURES EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Dear Parents and Carers,
It’s hard to believe how quickly Autumn 2 has flown by. This half term has been
packed with achievements, exciting changes, and festive fun, rounding off the
year in true Barton Clough style.

A big congratulations to our pupils for their sporting successes — we’re thrilled to
have taken first place at both the Panathlon Bowling competition and the Trafford
Primary Handball tournament. It seems our children aren’t just champions on the
playground but on the courts and lanes too!

We also launched the OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) programme this term,
and the feedback from pupils has been brilliant. Apparently, breaktimes are

now the place to be, with children fully embracing the new activities and
opportunities to play. It's wonderful to see them coming in from the playground
tired out, smiling and a bit muddy — a true sign of success!

This term, we welcomed Mrs Cooney back from maternity leave. It’s fantastic to
have her back, and she’s jumped straight in, supporting our children to do their
best.

Our festive events this year were fantastic. The Nativity performance was
wonderful, with the children showcasing their acting and singing skills; and

our Carols in the Cold event was a fantastic way to bring the school community
together. A massive thank you to the Friends of Barton Clough for their hard work
organising the Christmas Fair — it was a huge success and a lovely way to kickstart
the festive season.

Thank you for all your support this term — whether it’s cheering us on at events,
braving the winter chill, or just making sure our children are in school each and
every day.

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable break, and a Christmas filled with fun and
family time. If anyone does need support over the holidays, please don’t hesitate
to reach out to a member of the leadership team via Dojo.

We’ll look forward to seeing you all back on Tuesday 7t January, 2025.

Best regards,

Mr Foster-Carr




Reception

Reception have reached the end of a very busy autumn
term, and what a fantastic half-term it has been!

Our topic work has focused on exploring light and dark,
seasonal changes, and celebrations. We've had daily
discussions about the weather and enjoyed investigating
snow, frost, and ice on chilly mornings. The children have
also loved learning about the differences between day
and night. As part of our learning on celebrations, we
explored Bonfire Night, Hanukkah, Diwali — the Festival of
Light —and Christmas.

In maths, we continued our work on the composition of
numbers up to 5 and introduced AB patterns. The
children created AB patterns in various ways and learned
to name and describe 2D shapes using mathematical
language.

We ended the term with our nativity, where all the
children shone like the amazing stars they are! We feel so
proud of them, and we know you are too.

Mrs Ahmed and Miss Gee

Year 1

In Geography, we have been learning all about our
local area. We began our topic by looking at aerial
photographs and identifying our school and
playground within our locality. We then made our
own 'messy maps' of the classroom using different
objects to represent areas in our classroom. After
this we explored our school grounds using a map,
identifying features of our school grounds like the
playground and trees. To conclude our topic, we
went on a walk around our local area to put our
learning into practice. We identified different
features as we walked, like the motorway, shops,
houses and flats. We also visited Lostock Park to
apply our learning from science to identify signs of
Autumn.

Mrs Bennion, Mrs Crouch, Miss Tati and Mrs Albar




Year 2

This autumn term has been a busy and exciting time
for Year 2, filled with learning and creativity. In
English, we explored report writing and produced non-
chronological reports about owls, while also improving
our handwriting and cursive skills. In maths, we
focused on addition and subtraction through practical
activities, building confidence in working with
numbers up to 100. Science lessons centred on "Living
Things and Their Habitats," deepening our
understanding of food chains, predators, and prey.
Foundation subjects have been equally engaging, from
creating pouches in design technology and learning
about climates in geography to enjoying music lessons
with specialist teacher Sam, who introduced us to the
glockenspiel and other instruments. To end the term,
we embraced festive fun, making Christmas crafts,
snowflakes, and enjoying a class party. We're all
excited to spend time with our families and friends
over the holidays!

Miss Hulme and Mr Campbell

Miss Hulme’s News

We've all missed Miss Hulme while she has been off
for some of this half term, but she wanted to share
the fantastic news that she is expecting a baby! | know
you will all be wishing her the best and hopefully she
will be back in school soon!

Year 3

This half-term in DT, Year 3 have been hard at work
designing and creating their own pneumatic monsters. The
children learned how air pressure can make their monsters
move and brought their creative designs to life with amazing
features like moving jaws and popping eyes! This project has
been a fantastic way to develop their design, construction,
and problem-solving skills. Well done, Year 3, for your
incredible creations!

Miss Kennedy and Mrs Canterbury




