Spring 1 Newsletter

wide range of opportunities across the school. Year 5 enjoyed a visit to Ordsall Hall, /
bringing their learning to life through exploring the building and its history. Year 3 took = @
part in a Ribchester and Romans experience linked to their history work, with lots of
practical learning and discussion. Reception enjoyed a walk to the local park, building
confidence outdoors and practising key safety skills in the community, while looking
for the signs of winter. Year 6 attended Crucial Crew, taking part in sessions designed
to help them develop important life skills and make safe, responsible choices.

We have also welcomed visitors including Show Racism the Red Card and Olympian
Dan Purvis. Thank you for your generous donations, which raised £565 for Sports for
Champions and will help to support young athletes. Safety Week was another
highlight, with children learning about online safety, safety in the home, safety on the
playground, and road safety.

We also wish to extend our thanks to parents and carers who have adjusted their
routines around drop-offs and pick-ups following the closure of the car park. We
understand that while this change may cause some inconvenience, it has certainly
reduced the traffic on Audley Avenue, and is helping to keep our children safe. Thank
you for your patience and support with this.

Our school rebuild has been moving along nicely in the background. We are very much
looking forward to Barton Clough having brand-new, purpose-built facilities. and we
will be hosting a parent and carer session next half-term to share the exciting futures
plans. We will share the date for this session with you as soon as it is available.

And finally, Miss Gee and Miss Ni will finish their teacher training with us at half-term
before starting their next placements. Thank you both for your amazing work with our

children — you are already fantastic teachers!

From everyone at Barton Clough, we hope you have a lovely half-term break with your
families, and we will look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 23 February.

Mr Foster-Carr




Reception

Reception have been busy learning all about winter. We went on a winter walk to observe how trees
change during the season and the children noticed that lots of trees were bare. They have really enjoyed
investigating ice and snow, exploring different ways to speed up and slow down the melting process.

In Maths, we have been consolidating number bonds to 5. The children have been learning the different
ways numbers can be made, such as 1 and 3 make 4, or 2 and 2 make 4. We have also been comparing
length and height using mathematical language such as short, shorter, shortest and tall, taller, tallest.

In English, the children have continued to be enthusiastic about Drawing Club and have started to write
short phrases and sentences. They have enjoyed reading The Tiger Who Came to Tea.

We have some amazing artists in Reception! Inspired by the artist Frida Kahlo, the children created
beautiful self-portraits in her style.

In PE, we have focused on Dance. The children created and performed dances based on the movements
and actions of different jungle animals.

We have had a very busy half term in Acorn! We
have enjoyed lots of fine and gross motor
activities. Our favourites were the crazy hair
portraits, Lego paint printing, snowflake tracing,
sticker creations and the 'Splat, fist bump “&'
game! We also joined in with a fitness session
when Danny Purvis visited us.

In My Communication we have learnt some new
songs; we played games which involved using
the skills needed to gain the attention of
another person and taking turns. Our favourite
song is Popcorn Kernels. We use fabric scarves
to sing along and throw in the air when we sing
POP £ Well done everyone &

Miss Law, Mrs Bessassi, Mrs Yousaf and Miss
Robinson




