Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a privilege to serve as Interim Principal this half term, and | am already looking forward to the term ahead.
It has been a period filled with exciting learning experiences and opportunities for learning in the great outdoors.

Our new after-school clubs have now begun, providing a range of opportunities for children to develop their talents
and pursue their passions. The children have enjoyed developing the important life skill of cooking while learning
about the importance of eating fruit and vegetables. We are also excited about our new Journalism Club, led by Mrs
Connolly, who had a successful career in journalism, and we hope to publish our very own Barton Clough newspaper!

It has been an incredibly busy half term for our Year 6 children, and the staff team, as they prepared for the KS2 SATS.
The children approached the tests with calmness and confidence. Staff members from our trust, Bright Futures,
credited the calm and supportive atmosphere of our school. The children worked incredibly hard in all of the tests,
showing a mature and resilient attitude. We rewarded their hard work and determination with a wonderful afternoon
spent at Lostock Park, where they enjoyed pizza together. Well done Year 6!

As we look ahead, the Summer 2 half term is filled with whole-school events to celebrate the fantastic year we have
had and provide opportunities to come together as a school community. We are looking forward to Sports Day, where
our children’s teamwork and physical skills will shine. Our Summer Fair is always a fun-filled event for everyone, with
lots of exciting stalls and games to enjoy. All dates for upcoming events can be found on the final page of the
newsletter, and we will send further details and timings for specific events closer to the time.

We return to school on Tuesday 9% June, the Monday is an INSET Day. It is the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check and
Year 4 Multiplication check that week, please support your child with their revision over the holidays.

| wish you all a restful and relaxing half term and look forward to welcoming you all back on Tuesday 9% June.




Reception

It might have been a short half term, but Reception
have packed in so much learning! We’ve watched
caterpillars transform into butterflies and got our
hands dirty planting peas and all sorts of seeds. We
have learnt about the plant and butterfly life cycles.

We have read The Tiny Seed and talked about the
changes that are happening to the weather now that
it is spring. The children have loved observing the
changes happening around us and spotting spring
flowers, blossom, daffodils and tulips in our school
grounds.

We have also been learning about the artist Vincent
van Gogh and have been inspired to use different

mediums to sketch and paint sunflowers

Mrs Ahmed, Mrs Kelly and Miss Stockton




Year 1 —
This half-term Year 1 have worked incredibly hard across all
areas of their learning, showing brilliant focus, enthusiasm
and resilience. The clear highlight, though, was our exciting
pizza-making session with a visitor from Sodexo. The children
loved creating their own pizzas, and it proved to be fantastic
preparation for our upcoming DT food preparation topic next
half-term.

Miss Kennedy and Mrs Francis

This half term, Acorn have had a fantastic time
building their gross motor skills using the bikes and
scooters. We have had lots of fun trying out the
various equipment and taking our friends for a spin!
Acorn have been very brave and patient when we
were finding it tricky to pedal and navigate around
the track. | am so proud of everyone's progress and
for following the safety instructions!

In My Communication we have focused on turn
taking. We have played various games to practise our
waiting and sharing skills. We have also learnt lots of
new songs; our favourite was Way Up High in the
Apple Tree- we sing then work as team to pass the
apples along using only a peg to put them back on
the tree! Great teamwork, well done everyone!

Miss Law, Mrs Yousaf, and Mrs Bessassi




Year 2

In year 2 we have been looking at the sculptor Barabara Hepworth. We began
by looking at the works of many different sculptors and their different styles.
Barbara Hepworth explored curves and her sculptures largely had curved
edges. We initially practiced with playdough then moved onto using recycled
objects we brought in from home. These often had sharp corners so we had to
soften these using paper and masking tape.

In history we have been answering the question what is a monarch?
,{,&We have been looking at the coronation of King Charles the third.
_ Ne acted this out with our partner with '

%" st Edwards crown on the King’s head and
- s anointed him with special oil. We were
:./ I amazed at the huge jewels on the crown!

Year 3

This half term, year 3 have been learning all about the
Ancient Egyptians. We have learnt about
mummification, the importance of the River Nile and
we have written our name using Hieroglyphics! In
English, we have read the wordless book ‘Journey’ by
Aaron Becker. The images are beautiful and colourful
and have given us the inspiration to write our own
version of the story using descriptive phrases, similes
and speech. Our DT unit has taught us all about the
features and structures of a castle. We have designed
and built our own castles using recycled materials
from around our houses — this class is full of future
architects!

These pictures aren't their final designs, just the
practice lesson. But the castles won't be finished until
next Friday.

Miss Devadson and Mrs Connolly




Year 4
In Year 4 this term, in Art, the children
have been learning about the work

of Alexander Calder and exploring his
unique sculpture designs. They developed
their skills in sculpting, moulding, and
joining clay to create their own final pieces
inspired by his work. The children showed
great creativity and enthusiasm
throughout the project, and we are very
proud of the imaginative sculptures they
produced!

Mrs Wise

Oak

Oak class have thoroughly enjoyed
their weekly food therapy sessions
this half term. Our focus has been
on exploring new foods that we
may not have tried before, taking
time to smell, touch and
experience each food before
tasting it. Exploring new foods is
an important way for us to expand
our diets and build confidence
around trying unfamiliar things.
We are incredibly proud of the
determination and resilience
shown by all the pupils in Oak,
especially when trying foods that
made us feel a little nervous at
first. This half term, we explored
and tasted Korean-style noodles,
sausages, pasta (with and without
sauce), veggie sausages and
sweetcorn. While we may not have
discovered a new favourite food
just yet but we have loved seeing
everyone’s enthusiasm, effort and
willingness to give things

Miss Higgins, Miss Scott and Mr
Wood




Year 5

Year 5 have had an excellent start to the Summer Term.
We enjoyed a wonderful Art trip to Chorlton Water
Park, where we practised our sketching and shading
techniques. In Science, as we wrapped up our Space
topic, we carried out a fantastic experiment tracking
how shadows move throughout the day.

In Maths, we have mastered the challenging skill of
drawing angles, while in English we created beautiful
poems inspired by the countryside and researched and
wrote our own informative leaflets about coral reefs!
We have also thoroughly enjoyed exploring the
fascinating Ancient Greek civilisation in History.

Miss Robinson and Miss Wright

Year 6

Year 6 have definitely had a busy half term! A huge
well done to every member of the class for
completing the recent Key Stage 2 SATs. We are so
proud of each and every one of you.

In Design and Technology this term, Year 6 have been
busy designing and making their own 'Electrical
Steady Hand Game.' The children began by
researching and analysing a range of children's toys.
They then went on to design their game choosing a
particular audience and theme. Next, it was time to
construct their bases and make their wire course.
Finally, using their knowledge of electrical circuits
from Science, the children used components to allow
the player to know when the wire was touched.
Throughout this project, Year 6 demonstrated
excellent creativity, problem-solving and resilience,
as it did get fiddly at times! Well done Year 6

Mrs Henshaw, Miss Evans and Mrs Gill




Attendance

Regular school attendance is extremely important in primary school, as these early years provide the
foundation for children’s learning, development, and future success. Attending school every day helps
children build confidence, develop friendships, and establish positive routines and attitudes towards
learning. Even missing a small amount of school can make it harder for children to keep up with lessons,
develop key skills, and fully participate in classroom activities. We greatly appreciate the support of
parents and carers in ensuring children attend school regularly and arrive on time each day. Below is a
chart that shows the number of school days missed and the impact of this on learning time.

EVERY SCHOOL
DAY COUNTS

Don’‘t miss out on the education you deserve.

175 There are 175 non-school days during the year to spend on
DAYS A YEAR *mm‘m.hld’:“

190
SCHOOL DAYS 180
DAYS OF 171
EDUCATION DAYS OF 161
win EDUCATION DAYS OF 152
: EDUCATION DAYS OF 143
19 days EDUCATION DAYS OF

29 days
EDUCATION
Over 50 sbsence absence 38 days

hours of (half & term) absence 47 days
lost 95 hours 142.5 hours 190 hours absence 235
e of lost of lost of lost hours of lost
learning learning learning learning

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75%

Attendance Attondance

[+ 4
<
[*8]
>
x
<
(=]
<
L
-
<
(S
<
{‘j‘z

WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN
POOR ATTENDANCE. VERY POOR ATTENDANCE
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Good attendance means being in school at least 94% of the time or 180-190 days.
Did you know? A two week holiday in term time means that the highest attendance you can achieve is 94.5%.

Therapy Dog Pupdate

Echo is still supporting the children coming into sche
in the morning and in their phonics group. She is
working hard towards her Therapy
Dog accreditation.

Mrs Phoenix and Echo *y




Pastoral Support

At Barton Clough we are proud to provide a strong pastoral offer for our families. We work with many
agencies to assist our school community in a wide range of areas. In each half termly newsletter we will
be focusing on three to share with you the support available. Please contact us if you need any further

information.

Stretford
Advice
Hub

Face-to-face
support
Every Tuesday

Stretford advice Hub — Stretford Public Hall M320LG.
Drop in on a Tuesday morning — citizens advice a HOST (housing)

Th(‘ Rhubfl'b C'Ub

The Rhubarb Club — 396 Barton Road M329RW — Drop in 10-2 — supporting women in the community. This includes

support for domestic abuse.
info@collaborativewomen.co.uk

The Greggs fund — Please contact Mrs Crouch. Support with white goods and beds including mattresses.




Barton Clough
Primary School

BRIGHT FUTURES EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Summer 2 Events

Date

Event

Week Commencing 8" June 2026

Multiplication Check Week/Phonics Screening

Friday 12" June 2026

Own Clothes Day — tombola prizes

Thursday 18" June 2026

New Reception Information Evening

Friday 19" June 2026

Sports Festival (group to be decided)

Friday 19" June 2026

Yr5 Formby Beach Trip

Thursday 25" June 2026

Sports Day — all

Friday 26" June 2026

Own Clothes Day — bring a bottle

Monday 29" June 2026

New Reception Parents Stay and Play

Tuesday 30" June 2026

Yr6 Air Raid Shelters Trip

Tuesday 30" June 2026

Yr2 Formby Beach Trip

Wednesday 15t July 2026

Summer Fair

Thursday 2" July 2026 Yr6 High School Transition Day
Thursday 2" July 2026 Yr5 Young Citizens Trip
Monday 6™ July 2026 Yr4 Treak Cliff Tavern

Week Commencing 6t July 2026

Yr6 Bikeability

Tuesday 7™ July 2026

Yr2 Beaston Castle Trip

Tuesday 7™ July 2026

Yr6 group — Trust Performing Arts Event

Thursday 9" July/Friday 10" July 2026

Transition Day — Whole School

Monday 13 July 2026

Outdoor Classroom Day — Whole School

Wednesday 15" July 2026

Create Music Concert (specific children)

Friday 171 July 2026

Talent Show — Whole School

Monday 20" July 2026

Yr6 Production Dress Rehearsal

Tuesday 218t July 2026

Yr6 Production

Wednesday 22" July 2026

Yr6 Forest Fest Reward Afternoon

Thursday 23d July 2026

Attendance Celebration Assembly

Friday 24" July 2026

Yr6 Leavers’ Assembly

Friday 24" July 2026

Crafternoon — Whole School




Facebook and Instagram The Schoo Dy

If you don’t already,

please follow us on
social media to keep
up with what js
happening at Barton
Clough by scanning
the pink QR code for
Instagram, and the
purple one for
Facebook.

y

Timings for the schoo| day:

Gates —-8:
Close 8:45am (children arriving

after this time will pe Mmarked late)

Gates Open for Pickup — 3:10pm
Children Dismisseqd — 3:15pm

. , ’ .

Term Time Holidays

A reminder that holidays during term time
cannot be authorised unless in exceptional
circumstances. The government guidance,
‘Working Together to Improve School
Attendance’, is clear that the need or desire for a
holiday is not an exceptional circumstance and
so will not be authorised.

In line with current government guidance
(August 2024), unauthorised absences may
result in a Fixed Penalty Notice issued by the
local authority. The fine is £80 per parent, per
child, if paid within 21 days, rising to £160 if paid
within 28 days. Further unauthorised absences
could lead to prosecution and fines of up to
£2,500.

Please plan holidays during scheduled school
breaks to avoid disruption and potential fines.
Requests for exceptional leave must be
submitted in advance and discussed with the
Principal or Vice Principal prior to booking.
Retrospective requests will not be approved.




